
  

No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey,  you are welcome here! 

Not So Silent Night      Ewing’s Doings 
One of everyone's favorite hymns for 
Christmas Eve is Silent Night. This song 
traditionally concludes Christmas Eve 
services, across the world, on a quiet note as 
if it captures the essence of the first 
Christmas Eve.  

Silent Night, Holy Night 
All is Calm, All is Bright 

 

Over the years it has become a symbol of 
what that night was for the believers; 
however, on reflecting on that first night, I 
speculate that night was not so silent.  
 

Let us reflect on the event surrounding that 
first Christmas Eve. Mary and Joseph travel 
by foot , she is about to deliver a baby, tired 
and alone they were turned away from an 
inn because it was full. Full because a decree 
went from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should register in their own town, 
which was that town of the husband. 
Bethlehem would have been overwhelmed 
with people, a lot of noise and activity well 
into the night, family reunion meets high 
school reunion. The stable where Mary and 
Joseph were put was full of cattle. I would 
expect that the cattle may have been restless 
and somewhat noisy. 

 

It was in such an atmosphere and chaos that 
Jesus was born. Certainly Mary and Joseph’s 
mood was not a peaceful one, being alone in 
an unhealthy environment trying to take care 
of a newborn. The "silence" was broken by a 
visit from the humble, yet excited and 
unwashed shepherds who had been in the 
fields watching the sheep.   
 

For me to grasp the notion that it was not a 
silent night that first Christmas Eve, helps me 
to affirm that Jesus was humbly born in the 
midst of chaos, noise and a troubled world.  
 

God made a bold statement that our 
salvation came to us in the form of a baby. 
Salvation came in humble circumstances, not 
in a royal circumstance. Salvation came in 
chaos. God chose to come to us, as one of 
the many, to identify with us and show that 
God identifies with our everyday existence. I 
can affirm that God loves us so much that He 
came to us humbly hoping that we would 
believe in Him.  
 

May you reflect on God’s love and may it  
help us to have a Merry Christ Celebration! 
Amen.  
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Sunday Offering Last 4 Weeks 

(does not include direct deposits or special gifts, for financial 
details please attend a Council Meeting or review minutes) 

$    17,015            General 
$      1,245             Missions 
$      1,225              Hurricane Rebuild 

 

General Fund Needed Monthly 
$ 18,014 

 

Attendance Average Last 4 Weeks 
73 

 

 

Pilgrim Church can recycle up to 20 used ink or 
toner cartridges each month through Staples and 
receive $2 in recycling rewards per cartridge. 
These rewards help offset our office supply costs. 
 

Do you have used cartridges at home or work? 
Bring them in! We collect them and make a 
monthly delivery to Staples. 
 

Thank you for supporting our efforts to save 
money and care for the environment! 

 

 

Sponsor Altar Flowers for an Upcoming Service! 
Sponsoring altar flowers is a beautiful way to: 
• Remember someone special 
• Celebrate a birthday, anniversary, or milestone 
• Give thanks or mark a meaningful moment 
 

To reserve your date, simply leave a note on the 
registration slip or contact the office. Secure your 
special date today. Each arrangement is $35. 

 

 

Council held a congregational meeting to discuss 
the future path of Pilgrim Church. We came 
together and made the decision to move forward, 
letting go of the grief we have carried since 
Hurricane Ian. The meeting was a town-hall style 
with the congregation asking questions about the 
current state of our Sanctuary, discussing various 
options at this point. After the discussion and vote, 
the congregation agreed that we need a path for 
our church to re-open again. Our path moving 
forward will take time, money… and a lot of 
patience. Our continued prayers and hope will 
carry us through this process. 
 

The second order of business at this Special 
Congregational Meeting was to discuss our current 
leadership of the Council. Per our by-laws, six 
members of the Council would need to be 
replaced at the end of their terms in January. 
During the uncertainty of the state of our church, 
without a Sanctuary or a Senior Pastor, the 
congregation agreed to keep the current 
leadership in place. The congregation voted to 
suspend Council term-limits for one year and 
revisit this decision next November if needed. 
Keeping the current leadership in place as we work 
through this rebuild and pastor search, will provide 
the continued guidance needed to get us through 
this uncertainty.  
 

Christmas is a time to reflect on the good we have 
in our lives, we say thanks for all the gifts we have, 
and we reflect on the miracles God has given. 
Hope happens here at Pilgrim Church and we will 
continue to pray for our church, for our 
congregation, and for everyone that needs to find 
their way this holiday season. Enjoy time with your 
families and have a blessed Christmas!  
 

As always, you are all invited to our Council and 
Finance meetings every month to learn more 
about the happenings of church business. We 
would all love to hear your thoughts and ideas.  
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1st & 3rd Tuesdays | 2:00 p.m.  
 

Prayer shawls are ready to be shared! You can get 
one on Sunday morning or in the Church Office, to 
share with a loved one. 
 

Pilgrim Church members and friends gather to 
make prayer shawls on the first and third 
Tuesdays every month at 2:00 p.m. That will be 
December 2 and 16! 
 

Inexperienced? We will teach you! Already  
crochet or knit, come fellowship! Visit to learn 
more about this ministry!  
 

Can’t attend but want to participate? Yarn, 
patterns, needles and even prayer shawl prayer 
guides are available in the Church Office.  

 

 

 

We continue to collect your excess calendars. On 
the other hand instead of having too many do you 
need a 2026 calendar? We have extras to share! 
Any 2026 calendars remaining on January 10, we’ll 
give to Joyful Noise Learning Center. The colorful 
large photos are excellent for art projects. 

 

Tuesdays | 10:00 a.m. | Conference Room 
Al-Anon members are people, just like you, who 
are worried about someone with a drinking 
problem. All are welcome. You are not alone. 

 

Thursdays | 7:00 p.m. | Library 
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) is a fellowship of men 
and women for whom drugs had become a major 
problem. We are recovering addicts who meet 
regularly to support one another in staying clean. 
All are welcome. You are not alone. 

 

Fridays | 9:00 a.m. | Conference Room 
It's not a diet, It's a lifestyle . For a lifetime. With 
TOPS Club, you're throwing yourself a lifeline. Join 
us for the support, accountability and connections 
that you need on your journey to better health. 
All are welcome. You are not alone. 

 

 
The class will meet on December 7 & 14 and will 
study Luke 1. These scriptures cover the an-
nouncement of both John the Baptist and Jesus 
and their respective births. Also included is the 
very special visit of cousins Mary and Elisabeth. 
This content compliments Pastor Merci’s sermon 
series for the month. 
 

Bible study class will resume on January 11, 2026. 

 

 
Sarasota’s Der Dutchman Buffet will once again be 
the meeting place for our annual Christmas party 
on December 10. Currently the reservations are 
full with a waiting list. Contact Judi if you wish to 
carpool. We will have a new room assignment this 
year with a 11:30 a.m. lunch reserved. Festivities 
and wacky gift exchange will follow. Plan to arrive 
early so you have time to visit the bakery and 
beautiful gift shop on the second floor. 
 

A special Christmas gift has been planned for 
Homebound Pilgrims! This will be available in the 
Church Office for pick-up on December 16. 
 

We kick off 2026 with our regular monthly 
meetings including the study Survey of the Bible at 
10:00 a.m. on January 15. 
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Missions 
 

Anyone interested in the Missions of Pilgrim 
Church is invited to the Monthly Meeting, Monday, 
December 8, at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Office. 
 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes exceeded 
the goal! 58 Shoeboxes were filled, prayed over 
and transported to the next stop! All boxes were 
tracked, when information comes in we will share 
the box destinations so we may continue to be in 
prayer for the child who received the box. 
 

The Harvest for Thanksgiving Dinner challenge was 
to fill 60 Thanksgiving Food Baskets including a $25 
gift card to purchase meat for Joyful Noise Staff, 
Veterans and Neighbors. And then, we had a       
request for 20 additional baskets for Veterans in 
need. We met that goal and filled 80 Thanksgiving 
Dinners! Thank you Pilgrim Church! 
 

To Celebrate the Advent of the Christmas Season 
volunteer to be a Bell Ringer Saturday, December 
6, 2024 at Publix at Peachland Plaza. Every penny, 
nickel, dime, quarter, and dollar collected in your 
community stays local and supports local Salvation 
Army programs. Sign up for a time slot at worship, 
for more information contact Tony Caniglia or the 
Church Office. 
 

The food pantry committed to provide Christmas 
Dinner baskets. 
 

Let’s continue to be a blessing to our neighbors 
through simple acts of love and generosity by     
filling the Little Food Pantry outside the Sanctuary.  
 

If you are donating, please remember: 
• Canned or dry/non-perishable items only 
• Choose items that are weather permissive 
 

Suggested items are: 
Macaroni & Cheese  Canned Pastas 
Soup    Canned Fruit 
Dry Rice   Dry Beans 
Canned Veggies  Tuna/Canned Meat 
Instant Potatoes   Toiletries 

Pilgrim in Photos 
 



5 

 
Free Christmas Fellowship Luncheon  

Saturday, December 20 | 12:30 p.m.  
Pilgrim Community Center 

 

Come enjoy food, friendship, caroling and  the joy 
of the season — and don’t forget to bring a friend! 
To help us prepare, please RSVP by calling the 
church office or marking the registration slip.

 
Serve Local Missions: Volunteer to be a 

Salvation Army Bell Ringer 
Saturday, December 6 | Publix at Peachland Plaza  

 

Every penny, nickel, dime, quarter, and dollar col-
lected in your community stays local and supports 
local Salvation Army programs. Two hours of your 
priceless time generates $80-$100+ hourly.   

 

For more information contact  
Tony Caniglia or the Church Office. 

 
Joseph’s Story 

Sunday, December 7 | 9:00 a.m. | Goodell Room 
An original enactment with familiar carols 

Authored by Bud Trayner 
Accompanist, Shirley Donohue 

Narrator, Pastor Shane Hotchkin 
 

Please make a special effort to be present as the 
choir and fellow Pilgrims present this play. 

 
Pilgrim Women Annual  

Christmas Luncheon  
December 10 | Der Dutchman, Sarasota 

 

A Waiting List is started! What a special day for all 
the Pilgrim Church women! Share with Judi Wilson 
if you need to cancel or wish to be added to the 
waiting list.  

 
Pilgrim's Advent Schedule 

 
Sunday, November 30, First Sunday of Advent 
Hope with Pastor Merci  
This Man Named Joseph: Man of Integrity  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship (Goodell Room) 
 

Sunday, December 7, Second Sunday of Advent 
Peace with Pastor Shane 
  9:00 a.m.  Joseph’s Story and Communion 
 (Goodell Room) 
 

Wednesday, December 10 
Pilgrim Women to Der Dutchman 
 

Sunday, December 14, Third Sunday of Advent 
Joy with Pastor Merci 
This Man Named Joseph: Man of Obedience  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship (Goodell Room) 
 

Saturday, December 20 
12:30 p.m.  Christmas Fellowship Luncheon 

(Community Center) 
 

Sunday, December 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Love with Pastor Merci 
This Man Named Joseph: Man of Responsibility  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship (Goodell Room) 
 

Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
With Pastor Merc 
This Man Named Joseph: Man of Faith  

  6:00 p.m.  Worship (Goodell Room) 
 

Sunday, December 28, First Sunday After Christmas 
With Pastor Merci 
This Man Named Joseph: Man of Adoption  

  9:00 a.m.  Worship (Goodell Room) 

Advent 2025 at Pilgrim Church 
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 The property and grounds team is dedicated to 
having an attractive and safe environment for 
Pilgrim Church and Joyful Noise Learning Center.  
 

The following is a summary of projects the team 
worked on this past month: 
 

• Repaired the door lock on classroom room.  
 

• We installed the new Joyful Noise sign and in 
front of the school  

 

• The dishwasher soap dispenser in the school 
kitchen needed to be rehung on the wall as it 
had pulled out from the wall and will not 
operate correctly if not level and plum 

 

• We surveyed the back of the school property 
to determine if there is enough drop in the 
grade to the pond to install a drain line to 
remove water from the playground area 

 

• Installed a new DCF approved sandbox with 
about 1100lbs of sand in the 2 year old 
playground  

 

• We installed new directional sign on Kings 
highway 

 

• Repaired one of the gates in the playground  
 

• Reattached the fire warning light and speaker 
in the community center wall which was 
damaged by a ball. 

 

• Removed weeds in the play area behind the 
Goodell room  

 

• Removed large tire from the 2 year old  
playground 

 

• Met with concrete companies for bids ona 
paved track that would replace the current 
rubber mats for the tricycle track 

 

• Met with Phil Magil Electric to get a bid to 
repair and straighten the light poles in back 
parking area of school and basketball court 

Breakfast with Santa: Every current Joyful Noise 
family has the opportunity to come have a quick 
breakfast bite with their child (ren) and Santa 
before heading off to work. Moving this event to 
the morning allowed more families to attend and 
more children to visit with Santa without huge 
lines as the families staggered times coming for 
breakfast. This is our second year bringing Santa in  
for breakfast. We hope it will continue for years to 
come, as it is a new family and staff favorite. 
 

Christmas doors are also back this year! We had 
such fun last year working on our doors and 
decorations that we had to bring it back again this 
year. Every classroom is creating a themed door 
for display this holiday season. They must be 
appropriate for the season and include their 
students with the decorations. This competition is 
intended to promote positive school spirit and 
participation. This was a HUGE hit last year among 
the staff and families, creating a magical and fun 
Christmas memory for each of the students and 
teachers as they work on this project together.  
 

Staff will celebrate the Christmas season with an 
end of the year potluck. Everyone brings a dish to 
share and celebrate the close of 2025 and 
Christmas. We always love the variety of foods 
served and enjoy swapping recipes and ideas for 
the holidays. It really is a fun and tasty way to 
celebrate the holidays and our JN family! 
 

Joyful Noise Learning Center will be closed the 
week of December 22-26 for the Christmas 
holiday. The following week we will be back for 
Christmas camp and then off again December 31- 
January 2 for the New Year holiday. 
 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!  
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  4    Betsy Field 
  5    Sandy Wheatcroft 
12    Elaine Pregowski 
23    Carol Fischle 
27   Linda Dawn Bredfeldt 
27  Michelle Yale 

 

 

10  Robert & Jessica Emard-Warne 
27   David & Judi Wilson 

 
 

Did we miss your special date? Kindly reach out to 
our office at your earliest convenience.  

You can contact us by phone or email, and we will be 
happy to update our records accordingly. 

• Hurricane Recovery & Rebuild  
• Pastor Search  
• Pilgrim Church & Leaders  
• Beverly Weber - hospice 
• Savina Krueger - cancer 
• John Krueger - health 
• Ronnie Delmorte - cancer 
• Joyce Faber - health 
• Carter & family - peace and healing 
• Government Leaders - God's Leading 
• Laine Nipper - health 
• Janet Barnhardt - health 
• Judy Michaels - vision health 
• Bill Staples - health 
• Jody Phillips - cancer 
• Fred Ripley - RC Rehab 
• Pat Wheatcroft - cancer 
• Ronnie Cote - cancer 
• James Fraser - health 
• Bud Trayner - hospital 
• Christopher Fraser - peace 
• Robert Harris - rehab 
• Josh Fraser - salvation 
• Peace  

 

 

• Deliver a Christmas card in person.  

• Collect your loose change and drop it in the 
Salvation Army Kettle. 

• Christmas is a difficult time for those who’ve 
lost loved ones. Lift them in prayer. 

• Attend and invite a friend to Christmas Eve 
Worship at 6:00 p.m. 

• Write a personal note in a Christmas 
card that expresses how much someone 
means to you and how happy you are that 
they’re a part of your life. 

 

 

 

Weekly Meetings Tuesdays | 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 
Conference Room 

 

The Pilgrim Church Care Group warmly invites you 
to a free Christmas Fellowship Luncheon: 

On Saturday, December 20 at 12:30 p.m. 
Pilgrim Church Community Center 

Come enjoy food, friendship, caroling and  the joy 
of the season — and don’t forget to bring a friend! 
To help us prepare, please RSVP by calling the 
church office (941-629-2633) or marking the 
registration slip. 

 

Wednesdays | 10:00 a.m. 
To join, call Jacque at 941-258-2597 
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Shepherding was once a noble profession: Abel was 
the first to have this occupation, followed by 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David. God calls 
Himself a shepherd and we’re compared to sheep, 
which is anything but a compliment. By the first 
century, shepherding had lost its luster. There were 
few jobs more demanding or degrading than a 
shepherd. They made up the lowest class of people, 
coming in just ahead of lepers. 
 

These simple shepherds were… 
• Considered ceremonially unclean. Because of 

the nature of their work, they were unable to 
attend any religious services. 

• Isolated and forgotten. Because their flocks 
needed to move around to find grass and fresh 
water, they never stayed in one place for long. 

• Treated with contempt and mistrust. They were 
often suspected of stealing from others. Because 
they were so unreliable, their testimony was 
never allowed in court. 

• Known to be brash and bold. Living out in the 
fields away from society and it’s expectations 
made them unappealing and “rough”.  

 

The shepherds were also: 
 
Attentive. 
The first thing we see about these shepherds is they 
were attentive to their jobs. Listen to Luke 2:8: “And 
in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night.” 
 

Near Bethlehem, on the road to Jerusalem, was a 
tower known as Migdal Eder, or “the watch-tower 
of the flock.” This was where shepherds watched 
the flocks destined for sacrifice in the temple. 
 

Did you catch that? The “Lamb of God” was born in 
the area set aside for sheep to be sacrificed? Jesus is 
the Good Shepherd - John 10:11: “I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep.” 
 

Awed.  
While they were focused on their sheep, the 
shepherds were awed by an angelic announcement 
in Luke 2:9: “And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear.”  
 

Accepted. 
After the shepherds were filled with awe, they 
accepted the message of good news of great joy in 
Luke 2:10: “And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.’” 
 

We know the shepherds welcomed the message 
favorably because in verse 15 we read, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
 

Acted. 
The shepherds didn’t just accept and enjoy the 
message they received, they acted on it. They went 
to see so they could witness what had taken place. 
Look at Luke 2:16: “And they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger.” The idea behind “haste” is “come on, 
hurry up, let’s go!” This is the first Christmas rush! 
This is amazing because normally shepherds were 
slow and patient in their movements so they 
wouldn’t startle the sheep. 
 

Adored. 
The shepherds went back to their same jobs, but 
they weren’t the same on the inside. They returned 
to where they started and worked faithfully and 
worshipped fervently. Their extraordinary 
experience did not make them withdraw from the 
work God gave them to do. 
 

We see this in Luke 2:20: “And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.” They 
didn’t just wonder about what they saw, they 
worshiped Him.  
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Color the Story 

As you reflect on 
the shepherds in 
the field, take a 
moment to imagine 
the sights and 
sounds of that holy 
night. Let your 
creativity bring the 
nativity to life as 
you color this 
picture—envision 
the glowing star, 
the gentle animals, 
and the joy of 
hearing the good 
news of Jesus’ 
birth. You can keep 
it simple or add to 
the picture with 
your own creative 
touches. 

   1st Reading  Psalm   2nd Reading  Gospel 
Second Sunday of  Advent 
Dec 07, 2025  Isaiah 11:1-10  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Romans 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Third Sunday of  Advent 
Dec 14, 2025  Isaiah 35:1-10  Psalm 146:5-10 James 5:7-10  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
Dec 21, 2025  Isaiah 7:10-16  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 Romans 1:1-7  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Christmas Eve 
Dec 24, 2025  Isaiah 9:2-7  Psalm 96  Titus 2:11-14  Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
 

Christmas Day 
Dec 25, 2025   Isaiah 62:6-12  Psalm 97  Titus 3:4-7  Luke 2:(1-7), 8-20 
 

First Sunday after Christmas Day 
Dec 28, 2025  Isaiah 63:7-9  Psalm 148  Hebrews 2:10-18 Matthew 2:13-23 
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